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Happy New Year 
 
Welcome back to all of our parents and pupils. The 
staff and I hope you had an enjoyable Christmas and 
that the children are back, eager to begin work. We 
also welcome Mrs Sue Mills who will be teaching in 
Wrens for this term. 

Attendance 
 
High attendance is essential for children to do well in 
school and so we encourage children to come to 
school every day and to not take time off unless it is 
unavoidable. Each week, the class with the highest 
attendance are rewarded with an extra 10 minutes 
playtime. Every child who attends a full week with no 
absence is also given a raffle ticket. Each half term 
we draw the raffle. We vary the prize each half term. 
This half term’s prize is a £10 Argos voucher. 
 
Please remember that school starts promptly at 
8.50am. If your child arrives between 8.50am and 
9.00am, please take them straight to class. All  
arrivals after 9am, should go to the office to sign 
the late book. 

Mr A Smith, Headteacher 

Homework 
 
Please remember that homework is handed out on 
Friday’s and is due in the following Wednesday.  
Children receive homework that is appropriate to 
their age and ability and we expect that all children 
participate in the work sent home. 
 
It is extremely important that your child completes 
their homework and for those of you with younger 
children, that means you will need to work with 
them. By the time a child gets to Y5, we would  
expect that children should be able to complete their 
homework independent, but they will still need  
reminding! 
 
This term, we will also be sending home an  
additional “Talk Homework” task. This task will be a 
simple discussion task and will be the same for all 
classes so that families can do it together. The aim is 
to get children sharing ideas with their families and 
developing their vocabulary and imagination. Each 
Monday, classes will share their  discussions so don’t 
forget to ask them on Monday night what ideas  
others had. Tasks will be kept simple to enable all 
abilities and ages to join in. 
 
Remember, that the most important thing you can 
do to help your child is to read with them. This  
includes hearing them read to you, as well as reading 
to them. Even good readers need this! 

Clubs 
 

Clubs will begin on Monday 14th January.  
Information on clubs is below, and parents are  
invited to come into school tomorrow, between 
3.15pm and 3.45pm to sign up for clubs. We will be 
filling clubs on a first come, first served basis. As  
before, we will be charging £1 per session for after 
school clubs, payable in advance half termly, except 
where marked. After school clubs finish at 4.30pm. 
 
  Lunch   After School 
Mon:  Sports Science  Arts & Crafts 
      Cooking 
      KS2 Gymnastics 
Tue:  Homework   KS1 Multiskills 
Wed:  Tai Bo   Film Club (50p) 
Thu:  Computers   KS2 Hockey 
Fri:  KS1 Football  Choir (free) 
 



School uniform 
 
It is a school requirement that all pupils wear full 
school uniform. Please ensure that any uniform you 
buy fits with our uniform list. We have a number of 
parents sending children in with incorrect uniform. 
This is unfair on your child, as teachers will question 
your child as to why they are out of uniform. 
 
All children must have a school sweatshirt or  
cardigan. Sweatshirts and cardigans, as well as other 
items of school uniform can be ordered from our 
supplier, www.schooluniformsplus.co.uk and are 
delivered direct to your home. 
 
Boys 
 Grey or black trousers 
 White or light blue shirts/polo shirts (with a 

collar) 
 Black, grey or blue socks 
 
Girls 
 Grey or black skirts or trousers 
 White or light blue shirts/polo shirts (with a 

collar) 
 Black, grey, blue or white socks or tights 
 
Footwear must be plain black shoes or trainers. 
They must be plain black with no other markings, flat 
or nearly flat and suitable for your child to run about 
in the playground. 
 
PE Kit 
 Black shorts and white T-shirt. 
 Plimsolls or trainers for outdoor work. Trainers 

must have adequate tread to ensure a good 
grip. 

 Plain tracksuit to go over the PE kit during cold 
weather. 

 Swimming kit is either trunks or swimming 
shorts for the boys and swimming costumes 
(not bikinis) for the girls.  All children must 
have a swimming hat. 

 
Hair & Jewellery 
Hair must be tied up in PE. Children must not have 
extreme hairstyles such as mohicans or hair with 
shaved sections.  
 
The only jewellery permitted is one small stud  
earring in each ear. No other jewellery is allowed. 
Makeup (including nail polish is also not allowed). 

Open Mornings and Assemblies 
 

For the last 2 years we have held termly open  
mornings where parents could come into class and 
see their children learning. We have also held termly 
class assemblies where parents could share with the 
work that their children have been completing. 
 
We have now decided to combine these two things 
so that more parents can visit class each term. Whilst 
we all realise that many parents like to see their  
children in assembly, these ‘performances’ take a 
huge amount of time to plan and rehearse,  
particularly with the younger children. It is common 
for nearly a whole week to go into preparing for a 15 
minute assembly. This means that a lot of teaching 
time is lost. 
 
We have also found it more difficult to fit everyone 
into the hall comfortably and safely. Having 40—50 
parents join us was fine when we only had 150 pu-
pils. We now have over 200 pupils, and as the year 
goes on, these pupils will grow (especially the Y6  
children!) This makes it more difficult to hold whole 
school class assemblies. 
 
This term we will try something different. Each class 
will hold an ‘open morning’ where parents can come 
into class and spend up to an hour talking to the 
staff, to their child, looking at their work and at their 
targets and finding out what they have been learning 
about. The dates for the open mornings are below. 
 
Kestrels:  Friday 18th January. 9am - 10am. 
 
Herons:  Friday 25th January. 9am - 10am. 
 
Skylarks:  Friday 1st February. 9am - 10am. 
 
Robins:  Friday 8th February. 9am - 10am. 
 
Swallows:  Friday 1st March. 9am - 10am. 
 
Magpies:  Friday 8th March. 9am - 10am. 
 
Wrens:  Friday 15th March. 9am - 10am. 
 
We hope that you will take this opportunity to spend 
some time with your child in class and see the 
wonderful work going on at Glade. 


